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heard that Mariana was a most seductive girl, who probably was
draining the youth of his money, while, at the same time, she
herself was supported by another and a very worthless lover.
Having pushed his suspicions as near certainty as possible,
he had resolved to make a sharp attack on Wilhelm: he was
now in full readiness with all his preparations, when his friend
returned, discontented and-unsettled, from his journey.
That very evening, Werner laid the whole of what he knew
before him, first calmly, then with the emphatic earnestness of a
well-meaning friendship. He left no point of the subject un-
discussed; and made "Wilhelm taste abundance of those bitter
things, which men at ease are accustomed, with virtuous spite, to
dispense so liberally to men in love. Yet, as might have been
expected, he accomplished little. "Wilhelm answered with in-
terior commotion, though with great confidence : " You know not
the girl! Appearances, perhaps, are not to her advantage; but
I am certain of her faithfulness and virtue, as of my love."
Werner maintained his accusations, and offered to bring proofs
and witnesses. Wilhelm waved these offers; and parted with his
friend out of humour and unhinged; like a man in whose jaw
some unskilful dentist has been seizing a diseased yet fast-rooted
tooth, and tugging at it harshly to no purpose.
It exceedingly dissatisfied Wilhelm to see the fair image of
Mariana overclouded and almost deformed in his soul, first by the
Capricious fancies of his journey, and then by the unfriendliness
of Werner. He adopted the surest means of restoring it to com-
plete , brilliancy and beauty, by setting out at night, and hastening
to his wonted destination. She received him with extreme joy:
on entering the town, he had ridden past her window; she had
been expecting his company; and it is easy to conceive that all
scruples were soon driven from his heart. Nay, her tenderness
again opened up the whole stores of his confidence; and he told
her how deeply the public, how deeply his friend, had sinned
against her.
Much lively talking led them at length to speak about the
earliest period of their acquaintance; the recollection of which
forms always one of the most delightful topics between two lovers.
The first steps that introduce us to the enchanted garden of love
are so full of pleasure, the first prospects so charming, that every
one is willing to recall them to his memory. Each party seeks
a preference above the other; each has loved sooner, more de-
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